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(57)
A guidepost or similar such post is' disclosed.The device is
a resilient elongate mémber (11) connected to a short flexible
elastic portion (15) by brackets (16) and. rivets (17) which
is connected to a metal peg (12) by brackets (16) and rivets
(17),which is driven into the ground by known tools without
.'the need for a post hole to be provided for insertion.The
device can be bent over many times and return to its erect
p031t10n without breaklng ' :

CLAIM

‘1.A gu1depost or similar such post whlch is flex1b1e parrl-
.cularly adjacent its base when 1n§erted into the ground,so

'that it can easily bend when a force is exerted thereon, and
:whlch has a. substantlally hard splke or like arrangement
which enables it to be- ea31ly inserted. into the ground with-
out - the need for a post hole .to- be prov1ded for insertion.

e e R I I R S ey e .,




L,;‘;-_.&.—-;«g\.;-._‘:.. A i s e

"F‘!s-‘ £ e . .
T T o ’ CTIRITa erg s e er e - -

» ] . ]
e .. i e Eed 3 A
'Y witd & [ TS P | P R J].g vans Sadh _&5_. .
..

GUIDEPOST

The present invention relates to_posts'and,in‘particular,to a
guidepost or similar post which is flexible,particularly
'adjacent its base when inserted into the ground,so that it can
5 easily bend when a force is exerted thereon,and which has a
substantially hard spike or like arrangement which enables it
to be easily inserted into ithe ground without the need for a
post hole to be prov1ded for 1nsertlon The present invention
also relates to a gu1depost or elmllar such post which is

‘AlOflex1ble,part1cularly adjacent its pase so that it can easily
"- bend when a force is exerted-thereon,and which has a base or

~.like arrangement which enables it to be easily bolted or the

like to concrete or like surfaces.

BAQKGRO&ND‘TO THE INVENTION

‘_151n most circumstances,guideposts are nsed to indicate the edge

of a .road. One type of gu1deposts of one type are placed along
the shoulder of thz road surface and’ stand about 1 to 1.5
metres high. These guideposts are relatlvely thin and preferably
have reflectors attached adjacent the top thereof These guide-

20posts are not used as barriers but are p031t10ned to indicate
the p031t10n and dlrectlon of the road and are generally used
"on secondary . roads or on’ safe sections of maln roadb or

highways.

-Some'of these types of guidegosts are made from wood and are
25forced into the ‘ground in a similar manner to a wooden stake or
a post hole must be provided‘for insertion These wooden guide-
~ posts are easily damaged if a motor vehicle accidentally veers

off the road surface and collldes with the guideposts and
frequently haye to be replaced for thls_reason.They are also
'30vulherable to vandalism due to their nature.Some vandals have |
been known to del;berately drive along the eide of the‘road to
damage as many guideposts as“bossible Tﬁey can also be easily .
vandalised by pedestrlans walking along the side of the road,

vho may also remove the guideposts for their own use as posts
350r as firewood.As these types of wooden gu1deposts are so
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susceptible to damage or theft, their use is declining due to

the high ‘replacement costs of materials as well as’ labour.

Anothetr form of these thes of guideposts is made from a metal
stéke.Once again these metél guideposts afe'driven into the
ground, but unlike the wooden guideposts are sturdy and can
cause damage to a motor vehicle and occupants if the motor
véhicle collides therewith.Therefore for safety reasons- the use
of these metal guideposts is unéatisfactqry:f

Anbthér form of fhe_aforeméntioneg guideposts is made from
resilient material, such as high density polyethylene or similar
material,which is able to bend when hit-by & cclliding motor
vehicle.The idea benind .the use of such resilient guideposts is

that the guiéeposts are easily bent,and thefefore_they do not

Cause serious damage to the motor vehicle,and the Gccupants
are'sayed from injury.aA problem associated with these types of
guideposts is that they cannot Be driven into the ground like
the abovementioned wooden and metal stakes.Post holes must be

. dug prior to jnsentiqnzof the resilient guideposts.This labour

- 25

ihtensive.operation addé.to'the cost of their use and there-

fore tends to pé§trict their use.

Andther problem'assééiafed with these yésilient’guideposts is
that if the guideposts are bent a number of times by motor
vehicles,they becbme"stfessed and do not return to an upfight
position when bent.If this is the case’they‘become ineffective

and must be. replaced in a similar manner to the wooden and
metal guideposts. : - '

. Therefore it is believed that there is a need to have a guide-
' post which is;resilient to cause minor br-no,damage to a colli-

30

ding motor .vehicle;flexible so that it returns to its desired
upright position;and has méans by which the guidepost is easily
inserted or attached 'to the ground.
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It Is noted that reference has been made specifically to guide-
the like,however the

ifically so restricted as the
- DOsSt can be used for a'variety of different uges.

posts used as markers for roads and
present invention is‘not'speq

5 ' A - OBJECT OF THE INVENTION

The present’ invention has been concéived out of the need to

provide a pdst to overcome or at least ameliorate the above

mentioned problems or to provide an advanta

a post.At the very least,the:inve
10 to known poéts.

geous use of such
ntion provides an alternative

DISCLOSURE OF THE INVENTION

Accofding to the_présent.invention there is provided g post
comprising a resilient elongate-member adapted to extend up-
wvardly from a surface to which said post is mounted or Fixed,
15 and a flexible elastic portion connecting between said resilient
elongate member and a mounting or fixing means by which said
_post is.mounted or fixed to s
and return to an upright posi

tion following an application of
20 a force to same. ‘ : : -

.adapted to be forced into the surface,

when the surface iS'felétively soft,such as the earths ground

In another preferred form,
bolted or similarly connect
30 is mounted’ or erected.

the mounting or fixing means is
ed to the surface to which the post

Preferably, the flexible elastic portion
compound or -a material having similar
compounds. ' ’

is made from a rubber
properties to rubber
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Preferably,;the resilient elongate memher is made from a high
densily polyethylene.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

One embodiment of the present invention will now be described
‘5 with referencé to the drawings in which;
Fig.l is a perspective view of a guidepost of a first
- embodiment, ; ‘ o A 'A -
’Fig.2 is a view of the guidepost of Fig.1:;and
Fig.3 is a side view of the guidepost of Fig.1.

10 - - . BEST MODE OF CARRYING OUT THE INVENTION

Reférring to Figs.1,2 and 3,a guidepost 10 for hse.along the
side of the road to provide a visual guide to motorists of the
position and direction of'the foad,ihcludes an elongate member 11
which is made from a resiiient material such as high density

15 polyethylene.This elongate member 11-is made from.a resilient

material which is able to bend and be restored to its configur-
ation without breaking in most circumstances when a force is .
applied thereto, such as when struck by a motor vehicle.The

elongate member 11 made from the resilient material also. has.the

20 propérty that it does not cause any substantial démage to the

motor vehicle or its Occupants when so struck by the motor
vehicle.The elongate member 11 preferably has a reflectbf(s)(not

illustrated) to reflect the lighté of approaching motor vehicles
in the conventional manner. ' ’

25 The guidepost 10 also includes a peg portion 12,WhiCh.in this
Preferred embodiment is made from steel and is thus able to be
forced into the ground beside the road.The peg portion 12 in-
this embodiment has a poiﬁted blade 13 andg guides 14 along its
outside edges to. assist the ease of insertion into the ground.

30 A flexible hinge 15 connects between the elongate member ‘11 and
the’beg portion 12.The flexible hinge 15 preferably made from
" a rubber compound or other such material,consists of a short
strip of fiexible material which is fixed to the»adjacent‘port-
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“ions of the elongate member 11 and the peg portion 12.1In thig

preferred embodiment, the hinge 15 is fixed by means of brackets

_16.and cherrymate Rivets(Registered Trade Mark)17.As seen from

10

15

the drawings, the hinge 15 Spaces the elongate member 11 and the
Peg portion 12 apart which therefore allows for the relative
pivotal movement there between.

The guidepost'lolofAthé preferred'embodiment is used by forcing
it into the ground along the side of a road.The guidepost 10

cén be inserted.into the ground'manually by the use of known
insertion tools or sledge hammers or the like bearing a down-
bards force on the peg portion 12.1t ig ehvisaged that a more
suitable method of insertion can be used where the guideposts 10
are automatically_inserted by "a mabhine atregular intervals

" along the side of the_road. Thislwould reduce the labour conteht

of the cost of installing the guideposts 10.

When in use.if the Quidepost 10 is struck_by a motor -vehicle,
the flexible hinge 15 bends due to the force applied and the

' elongate member 11 pivots about the hinge 15.The elongate

20

member 11 in most circumstances does not break and is not perm--
anently damaged and returns to its upright position after the

- motor véhicle‘has_passed.?He.flexibility of the ninge 15 allows

25

the elongateAmember'to-rétdrn to its upfight position even if it

is strhpk by motor yehicléé a number-of times over a long

period of time;It-méy be”necessary»to occasionally replace a .

guidepost 10 if it is damaged by being struck by a motor vehicle

in an unusually excessive fashion.

a The foregoing descfibgs only one embodiment of the invention

30

PR

,and.modificécibﬂs obviocus. to those skilled in the art can be

made thereto without départiﬁg from the scope of the present
invention_ ’

For example, the guidepost can have a different type of mounting
or. fixing reqﬁirements whereby the guidepost has .to be mounted

to a concrete or like éurfgce;eg.when'usad-on a traffic island:
In such an‘exampie,the~mounting means of- the guidépost includes

"""?" b | LR e G e e




4a bracket means attached to the concre

te by means of dynaboltsg
(Registered Trade Mark)or suc

h similar devices.
The pr

eferred émbodiment has been described with respect to
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nvention has other appli-
or markers for teleCommunications or

.the post of the present i
cations such as guides

electric éables etc.The

invention also includes within its
than'posté-where-it is desirable to have
d recoverability of the post of the pre-
é structure could be a triangﬁlar traffic

- Scope, structures other

fhe same flexibility an
10 ferred embodiment .Such
" hazard indicator.-
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The claims detining the invention are as follows:

1 A guidepost or similar such post which is flexible,parti-
cularly adjacent its base when inserted into the ground, so

that it can easily bend when a force is exerted thereon, and
which has a substantlally hard spike or like arrangement

which enables it to be easily inserted into the ground with-

out the need for a post hole to be provided for insertion.

"2.A guidepost or similar such post which is flexible, parti-
Cularly adjacent its base so that it can easily bend when a
10 force is exerted thereon and which has a base or like arrange-

mént which enables it to be ea81ly bolted or the like to
concrete or llke eurfaces

3 A guldepost or 81m11ar such post of clalms 1 and 2 comprising
of a resilient elongate member adapted to extend upwardly

L5 from a surface to which said post is mounted or fixed,and a
flexible elastic portion connecting between said re8111ent

elongate member and a-mounting or f1x1ng means- by which said
post is mounted or fixed to said surface, whereby said flexible
elastic portion @llows said resilient elongate member to

20 deflect and- return to an- upr1ght position follow1ng an appll-
’ catlon of a force to same.

4 A gu1depost or 31m11ar “such’ post of claim 1 has in one pref—
"erred form the mountlng or f1x1ng means made from a hard
material and is adapted .to:be forced into the surface, when

the °urface is re1at1\ely soft such as the earth
surface -

25 g ground

5 The gu1depost or svmllar such post. of claim 1 has the mount-
ing or flxlng means oreferably taken as the form of a metal
peg which is forced into the ground with the flexible elastic

portlon of the post belng adjacent the ground s surfare when
erected
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&6.The guidepost or similar such post ol claim 2 has the prefer-

red mounting or fixing means of being bolted or similarly

connected to the surface to which rhe post is mounted or
erected.

S 7.The guidepost or similar such post of any claims 1 to 6 has
preferably the flexible elastic portion made from a rubber

compound or a material having similar properties to rubber
compounds.

8.The guidepost or similar such post of any claims 1 to 6 has
10 preferably the resilient elongate member made from a high
density polyethylene or a material having similar properties

to high density polyethylene.
2.a guidepost or similar such post substantially as herein

described with reference to the accompanying drawings.

BARRY JOHN PHILLIPS 29 AUGUST 1996
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ABSTRACT ‘ .

A guidepost or similar'such post is disclosed.The device is

4 resilient elongéte member (11) connected to a short flexible
elastic portion (15) by brackets (16) and rivets (17) which’
is connected to a‘métal peg (12) by brackets (16) and rivets
(17),which is driven into the ground by known tools without
the need for a post hole to be provided for insertion.The
device can be bent over many times and return to its erect.
position without breaking.




- 65534/%

T |

R

-,
g




This Page is Inserted by IFW Indexing and Scanning
Operations and is not part of the Official Record

BEST AVAILABLE IMAGES

Defective images within this document are accurate representations of the original
documents submitted by the applicant.

Defects in the images include but are not limited to the items checked:

(J BLACK BORDERS
U IMAGE CUT OFF AT TOP, BOTTOM OR SIDES

P’m“ OR DRAWING
U] BLURRED OR ILLEGIBLE TEXT OR DRAWING
U SKEWED/SLANTED IMAGES
U COLOR OR BLACK AND WHITE PHOTOGRAPHS
O GBRAYSCALE DOCUMENTS

/] LINES OR MARKS ON ORIGINAL DOCUMENT

(] REFERENCE(S) OR EXHIBIT(S) SUBMITTED ARE POOR QUALITY

L] OTHER:

IMAGES ARE BEST AVAILABLE COPY.
As rescanning these documents will not correct the image

problems checked, please do not report these problems to
the IFW Image Problem Mailbox.



	2005-12-15 Foreign Reference

